
cell motion laboratories
2014 annual report

CELL MOTION LABORATORIES

BIO
BASE

BIO
BUS



2

our mission the BioBus     
story

Ben Dubin-Thaler created 
the BioBus in 2007  after observ-
ing how excited people became when they saw 
the powerful microscopes and crawling cells in 
his Ph.D. lab at Columbia University. The BioBus 
was his way to bring that same hands-on, research 
lab experience to everybody, and since then over 
115,000 students from 400 schools have expe-
rienced the excitement of scientific discovery 
aboard the BioBus. From the beginning, how-
ever, “Dr. Ben’s” dream was to give students the 
chance to follow-up on the excitement developed 
aboard the BioBus through in-depth, self-direct-
ed science experimentation. In January 2014 that 
dream was realized with the opening of the Bio-
Base, a state-of-the-art community science lab 
dedicated to offering students project-based sci-
ence explorations in afterschool, weekend, and 
summer courses.

Microscope image of a pregnant Daphnia showing 
the compound eye of both parent and offspring

Cell Motion Laboratories works towards a future in which all people experience the 
excitement of scientific discovery and have the opportunity to pursue a scientific 
career. We cultivate this vision by creating immersive, accessible research laborato-
ries in which scientists and students join in hands-on exploration. The BioBus mobile 
science lab parks in front of schools and gives teachers and students access to re-
search microscopes. At the BioBase community science lab, students build on their 
inspiration from the BioBus through in-depth science projects. Working in tandem, 
the BioBus and BioBase give every student in a community the excitement of dis-
covery as well as a pathway to pursue science practice and careers. Through these 
endeavors, we hope to empower a new generation of scientists and foster greater 
understanding of science.



$112,000 given in financial aid

2013-14 school year in numbers...

160 days teaching at 94 schools

193 hours of public events

28,000  participants

37 volunteers donated 693 hours

Can we come back tomorrow,      
 and every single day?” “

 --8th grader, P.S. 4 Washington Heights

72% low-income communities



letter from Reva

Dear BioBus Supporters,
What a year! 2013-2014 has seen enormous growth for both the BioBus and the BioBase, the 
latter opening its doors in the Lower East Side to operate as a headquarters for the organization 
and a hub of scientific exploration for children across the city.  Through the ongoing support of 
all of you, we have grown significantly over the last twelve months and the BioBase is now able 
to offer our students in-depth programs that foster long-term interest in science.

When I first became involved with Cell Motion Laboratories and the BioBus in 2009 as a pro 
bono communications consultant, I could already see the incredible feat this small yet reputable 
organization had achieved. The BioBus was rolling into schools across New York and beyond, 
and students of all ages were marveling at the wonder of their own discoveries. In the last five 
years our organization has evolved and, as a result, so have our goals. With generous donations 
and volunteer efforts of our supporters, we have upgraded the BioBus with additional state-of-
the-art microscopes, expanded our staff, and can travel to more schools to further our mission to 
get children excited about studying science. And now, after years of planning, we have reached 
a huge milestone: the BioBase. 

Onboard the BioBus, children gain an insight into how science directly relates to their everyday 
lives. It is but a taste of the world that awaits them at the BioBase, and our new interdisciplinary 
after-school, weekend, and summer programs expand on the excitement of the bus through in-
depth explorations. At the BioBase, students become part of a community of scientists and see 
directly the power of making a scientific contribution.

The opening of the BioBase is our biggest expansion yet, and it is the first step in creating a 
more impactful and long-lasting organization. The Board of Directors will continue to support the 
strategies of our staff to expansion the BioBus and the BioBase initiatives and, with the ongoing 
support of all of you, we hope to nurture even more of the city’s young scientists. The BioBus 
will keep rolling on, and with the opening of the BioBase, science now has a home.
      Best regards,
      Reva Gaur
      President

board of directors

Jared Fox, Treasurer

Nicolas Biais, Secretary

Eero Laine, Vice President

Sadia Halim

John Butler

Quentin Van Doosselaere

Reva Gaur, President

Jared began his teaching career as a visiting 
fellow at a school in Scotland and a substi-
tute teacher in upstate New York before 
moving to New York City in 2005 as a Teach 
for America corps member.  He is currently 
pursuing a Ph.D. in science education at 
Teachers College, Columbia University while 
continuing to teach high school science in 
New York City.

Nicolas Biais is an Assistant Professor in Biology at 
Brooklyn College. After a PhD in France in physics 
and biology, he delved into the wonders of micro-
biology at Columbia University. While his interna-
tionally acclaimed research has received numerous 
awards, one of Nicolas’ main interests is teaching, 
from classes of 300 French medical students to 
hands-on experiments in his other home-country, 
Haiti. He has volunteered on the BioBus since its 
inception and served on the board since 2011.

Upon completion of her Ph.D. in Virology in 2000 
from SUNY Albany’s School of Public Health, Sadia 
began a career on Wall Street.  A director at BNP 
Paribas, Sadia is also a CFA Charterholder and a 
member of the New York Society of Security Ana-
lysts.  She is an avid supporter of the Harlem Acad-
emy and is on the board of the non-profit AIDS 
Vaccine Research Institute.

John is a judicial law clerk for the Federal 
District of New Jersey. Before attending law 
school, he helped open up a chapter of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, serving as the director 
of fundraising and operations. He co-found-
ed and managed a non-profit consulting firm 
that offered its services to small non-profits 
and has worked as a research assistant at 
the Stanford Criminal Justice Center and at 
the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice. 
John holds a J.D. from Stanford Law School 
and a masters in comparative politics from 
the London School of Economics. Quentin is the Co-CEO of Bregal Investments, a 

global private equity firm.  Following his business 
school graduation in 1984, Quentin began his ca-
reer at Drexel Burnham Lambert before joining 
Bankers Trust where he ran various capital markets 
businesses. In the mid-nineties, he held executive 
positions in a number of non-profit organizations 
before going into academia. He was affiliated with 
Columbia University and Oxford University when he 
returned to the financial industry and joined Bregal 
in 2008.

Eero is a PhD candidate at the Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York 
who has experience in organizational lead-
ership, advocacy, and grant writing. He has 
served on the BioBus Board since 2009.

Reva Gaur currently works on the Public Content Operations team at 
Facebook, where she focuses on the news & media vertical based out of 
the company’s New York City offices. Previously, she was the Director of 
Communications & Social Media at the Educational Alliance, a 125-year 
old nonprofit organization that serves 50,000 New Yorkers each year 
through a range of education and social services programs. Reva holds 
an MBA from NYU’s Stern School of Business and her B.A. in Sociology 
from Brown University. Reva has been a BioBus volunteer since its incep-
tion, helping build the organization from a tiny startup to an interna-
tionally recognized model for science education. She has served on the 
board since 2010 and was elected President in 2012.
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Scientists make mistakes,       
but they keep trying!” “

      --1st grader, LaFrancis Hardiman Elementary School

letter from “Dr. Ben”
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Climate change. Poverty. Social justice. War.
Big problems with unclear solutions.

Equal opportunity for inner city science students?
Also a big problem. But we know the solution.

Hands-on use of scientific tools. Time to explore questions students are most 
interested in. Access to scientists who model the scientific process. Broad 
community support for scientific exploration and scientific career paths.

In the past year, we’ve focused BioBus and BioBase efforts in the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan. 28,000 students boarded a better-than-ever BioBus, with 
over one-third of students within easy travel distance of the BioBase.  “Oh, 
I’m definitely coming by the BioBase,” students said when invited to join in-
depth courses at the BioBase, and over 500 have now joined project-based 
courses featuring as much as 20 hours of hands-on lab time. Hundreds of 
families joined BioBase public events and saw how fun, exciting, and em-
powering science is for their children. We are cultivating the next generation 
of scientists and scientifically engaged citizens from within one of the most 
vibrant yet underserved communities in the United States.

Seven years ago, I bought an old transit bus off Craigslist and equipped it 
with state-of-the-art microscopes and enthusiastic scientist-teachers. We’ve 
always been a grassroots effort, supporting and supported by teachers, 
their students, principals, and individuals who believe as strongly as I do in 
equal opportunity, Nowadays, however, we’re attracting the attention of 
government officials, corporations, and foundations who share my vision: a 
BioBus and BioBase in every community in NYC and a wave of new scientists 
and science-savvy community members who will drive social and economic 
change in the Big Apple and beyond. Those big problems with unclear solu-
tions? They don’t stand a chance.

I’m proud to present this annual report, 
showing the amazing impact our staff made 
on a shoe-string budget in the past year. 
With your support, next year we’ll be ready 
to celebrate BioBus II.

Ben Dubin-Thaler, Ph.D.
 Founder and Executive Director



 new solar panels

Since its first day on the road, the Bio-
Bus has used alternative energy on a 
daily basis to power everything from 
bus travel to advanced microscope 
electronics. Thanks to a Sohn Founda-
tion grant we upgraded to a 2.2kW 
array, making our microscope lab com-
pletely carbon-neutral!
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what’s new at BioBus?

electron microscope

This year, we settled 
down and made head-
quarters at our brand 
new BioBase, located 
within the Lower East-
side Girls Club. Our re-
lationship with the Club 
is positively symbiotic! 

 new partnerships

Our incredible new Hitachi 
electron microscope captures 
images of objects thousands of 
times smaller than a light mi-
croscope can see, including the 
asteraceae pollen, no more 30 
micrometers long.



...and Base!

The BioBase is our answer to two of the most commonly heard questions following time aboard the 
BioBus: “When is the BioBus coming back?” and “When can I do more?” Welcoming its first group of 
12 middle school students in January 2014, the BioBase builds on the excitement generated aboard 
the BioBus by giving students opportunities for in-depth, project-based explorations spanning five, 
ten, fifteen, and twenty hours or more. Housed in the brand new Lower Eastside Girls Club Center 
for Community in Manhattan, the BioBase consists of a high-tech lab that includes an array of video 
microscopes, a laser scanning confocal microscope, a scanning electron microscope, and a multimedia 
amphitheater, all of which open onto a 4000 s.f. green roof. Girls Club members and co-ed BioBase 
graduates attend school-day, after-school, weekend, and summer science courses in biology, environ-
mental science, materials science, and food science, led by Ph.D. level researchers who nurture stu-
dents’ natural curiosity and critical thinking skills while encouraging exploration of scientific careers.

The BioBus is a 1974 transit bus equipped with $100,000 worth of research-grade microscopes and 
staffed by Ph.D. scientists. Cell Motion Laboratories’ flagship experiment in creating a transforma-
tive laboratory environment, the BioBus welcomed its first students aboard in 2008. Since then, the 
BioBus has been on the road teaching for over 800 days, giving over 115,000 people at more than 
420 schools and communities the opportunity to work side-by-side with professional scientists and 
explore their environment using research-grade microscopes normally found only in top-tier laborato-
ries. You can find the BioBus parked in front of a school every day of the school year, giving teachers 
and students access to advanced microscopes as well as the research scientist staff. Quantitative data 
shows dramatic, positive changes in attitudes towards science after an experience aboard the BioBus, 
and thanks to our generous community of donors, the BioBus spends most its time cultivating sci-
ence excitement in the most under-resourced, high-poverty communities in the NYC metropolitan area.

Bus...



In its 7th year on the road, the BioBus brought more than 21,000 K-12 students aboard for 
forty-five minute long, hands-on, research lab experiences. This year we visited 56 schools 
in the five boroughs of NYC and another 33 across the broader NYC Metro Area. For ex-
ample, all 4,390 K-8 students in Freeport, Long Island public schools boarded the BioBus 
this year, many for the second time in as many years and forever imprinting the BioBus ex-
perience on the town’s collective memory. We even traveled beyond NYC - for the fourth 
consecutive year, all-star science teacher Carol Speck brought the BioBus to her students 
in rural Sussex, NJ. Then, in January, the BioBus toured Connecticut, stopping at schools 
from suburban Stamford to inner-city Hartford. At the year’s end, we conducted week-long 
intensive lab courses at two Yonkers public high schools, preparing students for the state 
science exam. In addition, dozens of BioBus students were inspired to enroll in in-depth 
courses at the BioBase.

on the road
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home base

The BioBase opened its doors on January 29, 2014 to 
our first group of after school students. 

Through the June of 2014, the BioBase has hosted:
• 15 weekly after school sessions for twelve middle 

school students
• 6 weekly for-credit after school sessions for twelve 

East Side Community High School students
• 5 school field-trips to BioBase with fifty students 

each
• 100 families at Brain Awareness Week event
• 75 families at Earth Day celebration
• 25 volunteer scientists trained in BioBus and Bio-

Base microscopes and curriculum
 
Looking forward, we plan to offer:
• 3 weeks of science summer camp with 1 week girls-

only
• 4 days a week girls after-school classes
• Saturday co-ed, in-depth, family science courses
• Teacher professional development opportunities

“Is this heaven?”  -- 5th grade visitior

   “Yes - it’s science heaven!”

home base
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student responses

“During science class, I 
usually am interested”

“Science is Fun” “I could never see myself 
being a scientist”

Before BioBus After BioBus

“Scientists are people I could 
not relate to”



what do the
   teachers say?

“How did the BioBus   
     visit influence your  
 students’ attitudes  
   about science?”

       “How did the 
  BioBus visit 
          influence your 
    students’ 
            perceptions 
     of a scientist 
     and what 
    scientists do?”

Very positively

Positively

No effect
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“I had more than fun. I had so much 
fun I can’t even explain it... I had HUMON-
GOUS fun.”       --2nd grader, Greenacres School

50%
43%

7%

35%

54%

11%



audited financial
statements UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

Support 
 Contributions $330,472.91
 Earned Revenues 178,956.66
 Inventories Sales - Net 2,004.95

Total Support 511,434.52

Expenses
 Program Services 325,936.22
 Management & General 36,353.85
 Fund Raising 29,362.48
 
Total Expenses 391,652.55

Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets 119,781.97

Other
5%

Supplies
2%

Commercial Insurance 2%
Travel 4%

Facility & Equipment
13%

Salaries & Related
74%

Microscope Sales <1%

Gifts In-Kind 1%

Individual Contributions
13%

Corporate Contributions
21%

Grants
30%

Earned Revenue
35%
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ASSETS
Cash $108,161.82
Accounts Receivable 46,815.00
Prepaid Insurance 12,606.74
Inventories and Collections for Sale 2902.35
Fixed Assets - Net 97,953.39

TOTAL ASSETS 268,439.30

LIABILITIES
Acounts Payable 674.94
Accrued Expenses 5,500.00
Credit Cards Payable 4312.22
Trustee & Employee Loans Payable 639.98
Payroll Liabilities 4,304.30
Deferred Revenue 7,480.00
Long-Term Liabilities 21,000.00
 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 43,911.44

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted Net Assets 224,527.86
 Total Net Assets 224,527.86

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 268,439.30

Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2014

Statement of Activities
July 1 2013 - June 30, 2014

Support

Expenses



our generous supporters
$25,000 and above
Richard Lounsbery Foundation
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals
Bregal Investments
Cori Bargmann
The Heckscher Foundation for Children
The Lubin Family Foundation

$3,000 and above
Sohn Foundation
Gerry Ohrstrom
Sadia Halim
Seattle Children’s

$1,000 and above
Alice Bonhomme-Biais & Nicolas Biais
Patricia Dubin & Edwin Wurtz
Microsoft
John Fak
Inga Karliner & Jon Thaler
Faber Daeufer Itrato & Cabot PC
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
James Korein
Marissa Wesely
Meredith Moore
Richard and Pascale Berner
Peter Barry
Rise and Quentin Van Doosselaere

up to $1,000
Farber Specialty Vehicles
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Reed Family Foundation
Anne Weisberg
Chroma Technology
Dorothy Bukantz
Jennifer Thaler & Anurag Agrawal
Penelope A Boyden
Rebecca Siekevitz
Umesh Gaur
Arthur Veilleux
Marshall and Naomi Jaffe
Wendy Salmon
Ambika Kapur
NYAS
Frances Rhoads

Jacqueline and Jeffrey Marcus
Lara Veblen
Marc Sturgill
Paola & Andy Piatti
Ragan Robertson
Jared Fox
Regeneron Matching Gift 
Program

David J Martella
Geoffrey Gund
Joshua Dormont
Peter Dormont
Stephen Presser
William Fox
Michael Lin
Naira Musallam
Nancy M Salmon & Edward D 
Salmon

Tasha Sims
Tom Studley
Victoria Bonnell

Sarah Weisberg
Bruce Gall
Daniel Dormont
Dena Thaler
Gabor Halasz
Hannah P Wiseman, Charles H 
Wiseman & Debra Tobias

J. Henry Neale Jr. & Carol Sue 
Neale

Jaime Guarnaccia
James Bradfield
Jerome Solomon
John Barnes
Lawrence D. Frenkel M.D. & 
Jo Ann Y. Frenkel

Lilly Wyden

Mai Browne
Margaret Olson
Markley Boyer
Martin & Ellen Eber
Meryle Kaplan
Paul Smith
Rachel Ritvo
Roy Kinoshita
Simon Thaler

Olympus Matching Gifts
Sandy Jandu
David Ritvo
Diana Gilberti
Aptima
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Carla Cicero Studley
Charles Walcott
Christopher Keelty
Christopher Laws
Derek Fox
Ioanna Stergiades
Jason Parkin
Jess Beck
Joel Oppenheim
John Kratz
Lawrence & Nancy Judovits
Melinda Alexander
Mirabai Howard-Geoghan
Nicholas Sarro-Waite
Pat Hornak
Rita King

Ryan Cree
Sara Latta
Shawn Weil
Gregory A Korth & Rachel A 
Rockwell

Kerry Stubbs
Courtney St Amour
Linda Hufnagel

Patrick M. Kaufer
Alan & Mary Krafchin
Carol & Harry Speck
David Stanley
Erin Campbell
Gail Becker
Joel Blumen
Karen Mainhart
Margaret and Patrick Kaufer
Ron Prywes
Samuel Jacobson
Toby Thaler
Yamilee Toussaint
Zachary Kurz
Ernesto Valdes
Mark Johnstone
Ms. Alejandra Lima
Siena Mayers
Albert Siryaporn
Carrie Tobias
Dar Meshi
Donna Lennon
Ellen Jorgensen
Gerald Tobias
Ginger Gentile
Karen Uray
Katherine Beck

Keleigh Quinn
Miriam Piilonen
Molly Chanoff
Yaniris Gomez



partnerships
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The Sisters in Science program is 
one of our most successful collab-
orations with our new partner, the 
Lower East Side Girls Club. Middle 
school Club members used hands-
on activities and experiments to ex-
plore their abilities as budding sci-
entists.

With sponsorship from the Dana 
Foundation, the BioBus and Bio-
Base hosted Brain Aware-
ness Week events and help 
hundreds of students and fami-
lies explore the world of brain 
studies.

New York’s premier science 
museum, the New York Hall of 
Science, hosted us for two months 
over the summer, where we became 
a living science exhibit, developed 
new lessons, and trained high school 
students as teachers.

The BioBus headed north to 
Tarrytown for Regener-
on Kids’ Day in October, 
where we explored living 
organisms under the micro-
scopes with local kids, thanks 
to sponsorship from Regen-
eron Pharmaceuticals.



 our staff
Latasha Wright received her Ph.D. from NYU Langone Medical Center in cell and 
molecular biology and is currently BioBase Program Director.  She went on to con-
tinue her scientific training at Johns Hopkins University and Weill Cornell Medical 
Center.  She has co-authored numerous publications and presented her work at 
international and national conferences. The BioBus enables her to share her love of 
science with a new generation of potential scientists. The BioBus creates a setting 
that fosters innovation and creativity. Students are encouraged to ask questions, 
formulate hypotheses, and design experiments. Everyday that she spends teaching 
students about science in this transformative environment helps her remember that 
science is fun. She loves sharing the journey of discovery with students of all ages.

Danny Valdes has been on the BioBus team since late 2011. He is an experienced 
educator and is certified as a public school teacher in the states of Florida and New 
York. He has also taught in the private sector. Danny graduated from Florida Inter-
national University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and Philosophy in 
2008. Like Dr. Ben, Danny was wary of getting ‘trapped’ in the world of academia 
and so moved to New York City in 2009 hoping to make a difference in the field of 
education. Danny is dedicated to spreading the BioBus’ mission of making educa-
tion a fun and interactive experience accessible to all students. He handles logistics 
for the BioBus and is the main point of contact for schools and communities that are 
interested in having the bus visit.Sascha Russel has been having great adventures exploring the microsopic world 

and New York City schools on board the BioBus since September 2014. She loves 
how students discover how fun biology is when they get a chance to use real equip-
ment and do authentic experiments on the BioBus, and how easy the biobus is for 
teachers. After earning a BA in Biology from Brown University, she earned an MA in 
Science Education from NYU-Steinhart while developing hands on curriculum and 
teaching high school biology in NYC public schools in the Bronx and Manhattan. 
She went on to earn a PhD in Genetics in Gary Ruvkun’s lab at Harvard University 
where she studied and published papers on molting in the roundworm C. elegans. 
Sascha started the Model Organism Zoo for SITN, a student organization, which 
has continued to produce it each year for the Cambridge Science Festival, and she 
also worked with the Life Sciences outreach program at Harvard. Besides doing fun 
experiments and fixing up old things, she loves mushroom hunting and bugs.

David Yap joined the BioBus team in December 2013. Born and raised in the Bay 
Area, California, he had a strong appreciation for the sciences instilled from his 
chemist father. After working part time as a lab assistant at the USDA while in high 
school, he attended McGill University in Montreal, studying Anthropology and Biol-
ogy. Upon graduation, David spent a year teaching English in Japan and returned 
the United States, settling in Jersey City, NJ and freelancing as an editor of college 
biology textbooks. Later, he dove into the world of education reform and worked 
on staff at Teach For America. In 2011, David left to take part in the Occupy Wall 
Street protests and with a collective of artists he met at Zuccotti park, formed a 
worker-run screenprinting shop dedicated to creating art in public space and print-
ing in support of social justice. David enjoys introducing students to science outside 
of textbooks and the classroom.

Sarah Weisberg climbed on board the BioBus in 2010 after completing a Master’s 
of Science degree in Cell Biology at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel. 
There, she was trained as a research scientist, presenting her work at a number of 
scientific conferences and published in several journals. Prior to moving to Israel, 
Sarah graduated Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa from Harvard College with 
a degree in Biology and Linguistics. Sarah has been a teacher and social justice 
advocate since her youth, working at food pantries and tutoring programs from el-
ementary school and running an in-prison education program in college. Currently, 
Sarah is BioBus Program Director and manages all of its operations: she ensures the 
BioBus is on the road every day of the school year, teaches, writes curricula, fund-
raises, and even drives and maintains a 1974 transit bus. 

Ben Dubin-Thaler built the BioBus in 2007 so students across the diverse neighbor-
hoods of NYC would experience the excitement of doing experiments in a research 
science lab. Ben founded and serves as Executive Director of Cell Motion Laborato-
ries, the non-profit that operates both the BioBus and BioBase. He began this work 
following the completion of his BA in Physics and Mathematics and his Ph.D. in Bio-
logical Sciences at Columbia University. Ben is the author of numerous high-profile 
research articles and book chapters in cell biology and biophysics, and has lectured 
at major conferences and universities, receiving awards and accolades for excel-
lence in both research and teaching. In addition, Ben sits on the Board of Directors 
of the Mobile Laboratory Coalition and has assisted in the construction of mobile 
science labs across the U.S.A. and around the globe.

Mollie Thurman boarded the BioBus team in September of 2014. She began her 
scientific career as a researcher at the Harvard School of Public Health and went 
on to get her MA in conservation biology from Columbia University. She is cur-
rently part of a team of researchers working to assess the ecological health of New 
York City’s coastlines. Along the way, Mollie found that she loved to teach about 
the ecosystems and organisms that she was studying by volunteering with various 
environmental education organizations across the northeast. She spent a year as 
an educator at Maritime Gloucester in Massachusetts, where she was able to teach 
marine science on boats and in the classroom. She has also been involved in grow-
ing their citizen science program, which involves the community in monitoring inva-
sive species and water quality. Since joining the BioBus, she has found the process 
of crafting lessons around students’ questions rather than working from a syllabus 
incredibly rewarding.



our volunteers
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  Our volunteers   
are Ph.D. and post-doctoral scientists 
from across New York City that be-
lieve science shouldn’t remain locked 
up in an ivory tower! Volunteers work 
side-by-side with students, dem-
onstrating practices, encouraging 
hands-on time, and helping students 
deepen their understanding of both 
scientific principles and careers in sci-
ence. 
 Teachers tell us one of the most 
powerful parts of the BioBus and Bio-
Base experience is their students 
discovery that scientists can be young, 
passionate about what they do, and 
fun!
 Our volunteers study everything 
from neuroscience to condensed mat-
ter physics to obstetrics. This school 
year alone 37 scientists gave over 600 
hours to help our students reach their 
full potential.
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“Children have a 
great eagerness 
to understand the myster-
ies of the universe around 
them - they only need some 
way to see how cool and fun 
science can be.  As a volun-
teer on the BioBus, it has 
been a blast to engage with 
bright young minds, and 
show them how to answer 
questions for themselves.”

-- Hector Huang, Ph.D - BioBus’s 
most active volunteer (at left)
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fan mail

I learned more in 
fifteen minutes 
than I did all last 
year.”

“
-- 10th grader, York Prep

Yes! I am smart!”“
-- 8th grader, Washington Heights

Thanks for the inspiration!”“
-- 6th grader, Sleepy Hollow



www.biobus.org  

@BioBus 

www.facebook.com/biobus

This annual report was 
composed by Lynne 

Peskoe, a Harvard College 
senior who interned at Cell 

Motion Laboratories 
during the summer of 2014 

through Harvard’s Center 
for Public Interest Careers.
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